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Providing affordable Medicare prescription drug coverage for our nation's seniors is one of the most
pressing issues facing our country today. Even though the elderly use the most prescriptions, more
than 75% of seniors on Medicare lack reliable drug coverage. It is time to modernize Medicare to
reflect our current health care delivery system. The use of prescription medications is as important
today as the use of hospital beds was in 1965 when Medicare was created.

I have heard from a number of seniors in western Wisconsin regarding the problems they have
paying for prescription drugs. One woman from Deer Park, Wisconsin, a small town in my district,
wrote to me and said:

My medication is $135.00 per month. Fortunately my husband is not on any
medication. If we both were not working part-time, I guess that we would have to
make a choice between food and Medication — does one eat to survive or take the
medication for a “long and happy life”?

What is to happen to this couple if the husband falls ill and has high drug costs too?

The cost of prescription medicines should not place financial strains on seniors that would force
them to choose between buying drugs and buying food. We need to make prescription medicines
affordable and accessible to all of our seniors.

I came to Congress to work toward a real solution to this problem. Unfortunately, today’s debate is
a sham. We will not have the opportunity to discuss this issue in a fair and open process. There
were several alternatives presented at the Rules Committee late last night and they should be
debated on the floor today. The majority, however, chose to dedicate only one day to this debate
and allowed only one alternative and no amendments to be made it order. Our nation’s seniors
deserve better. They deserve an open process, but the Republican leadership has failed to deliver
this.

The Leadership has also failed seniors with their prescription drug proposal. The Republican plan
is doomed to fail because the plan relies on health insurance companies to offer drug only polices
which they have said they won't offer. Further, there is no fall back option. So, if insurance
companies won't offer these policies, how will seniors actually obtain prescription drug coverage
under the leadership plan?






Providing a drug benefit through private plans could be problematic, specifically for folks living in
rural and small communities. There are no requirements as to what has to be covered and the
coverage may vary from area to area depending on the plan. Because is there is no guaranteed
benefit, Wisconsin may end up on the short end of the stick like we have in the past under
Medicare.

The biggest problem with the leadership bill is the fact that it will fully privatize Medicare in 2010.
This is a radical provision that will be the demise of the traditional Medicare program on which our
seniors have depended for nearly 40 years. In 2010, seniors will be given a lump sum to purchase
health insurance, including traditional Medicare. There is concern that the healthy seniors will
leave traditional Medicare and the premiums will increase dramatically, up to 47 percent. In
addition, under the leadership bill, each local area will have a different premium for fee-for-service
Medicare. For example, seniors in Wisconsin might have to pay more to enroll in fee-for-service
Medicare than seniors in Florida. This is a drastic departure from Medicare’s fundamental principle
that seniors across the country pay the same premium for the fee-for-service benefit.

We must provide a real solution to the problem of prescription drug coverage for our seniors. The
Republican plan falls woefully short.

All of the Democratic alternatives offered at the Rules Committee would be better than the
leadership bill. One proposal, the Medicare Rx NOW Act, is a simple straightforward plan that
provides assistance to the seniors most in need, those with low incomes and seniors with high drug
costs. This proposal builds on the Medicare program seniors know and provides them with a
guaranteed benefit for no additional premium.

Another proposal put forward by the Blue Dogs is based on the bipartisan Senate bill. Unlike the
House bill, this proposal includes a fall back provision to ensure that all seniors would have access
to a prescription drug plan. In addition, this bill does not include the privatization components of
the leadership plan.

In addition, both of these alternatives provide substantial improvements to Medicare payments for
rural providers. Both pieces of legislation include equalizing the disproportionate share hospital
payments for rural hospitals, an increase in the bed limit for critical access hospitals, and a
geographic adjustment for rural physicians. None of these provisions are included in the
leadership’s bill.

It is unfortunate that the Republican leadership has squandered an excellent opportunity to try and
solve the problem of prescription drug coverage in a bipartisan fashion. Instead they have steam-
rolled ahead and presented our nation’s seniors with an unworkable solution to a grave problem. 1
urge my colleagues to reject this flawed proposal.



